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Abstract

The paper underscores the importance of using qualitative methods in current practice of
human geography. The focus is on the adoption of triangulation- of data and of method-
justifying the need for adopting such an approach as has been done in this study of
street children. Triangulation of data is based on the field diary, the longitudinal study
and the visual observational study on ‘activity space’ adopted by street children in
Kolkata. The Triangulation of method is achieved through interview and questionnaire
survey; participant observation; and geo-referencing qualitatively in the process.
Transcripts of in depth interviews with key actors, ethnographic field notes and
interpreting the close ended questions illustrates a unique blending of multi method and
mixed method research design. First, traditional social science approach is adopted then
validated through judicious application of triangulation approach.

K_e)’ Words: Qualitative research, research design, multi method, mixed method,
tNangulation,

lntroduction-

orf;ileatrph ideally begins with a question or a problem thpt defines the topig or subject ma}:ter
N iss‘; 15to be studied. The research problem is a question, or set of questions wm:th asking,
2 erig ¢ that merits attention or requires solving. The challenge for the researcher is to adopt
~ieal attitude g research design and the key 10 this lies in the initial formulation of the
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h design results from a series of decisions we
research problem. Researc et Make
These decisions flow from the knowledge of the academic literature, the resear;? Teseqy che
be framed, the conceptual framework, and knowledge of advantages ang disad Uestigng
i ay a research problem is ‘framed’ informs the Choiz Vantage, 0‘;
€ of

ifferent techniques. The : . _
differen q hnique for gathering evidence, while methodolog,,

method/s. Method is a t€c : : : %
ed through its various stages and phases, dlscussing the }?lt €ory of

how research should proceed thr¢ _ ap _
approach to the work. Research in G?ography inyolves thinking about the relationsll)qi] 0S0phiey
methods, techniques, analysis, and interpretation, the important role of which i ﬁIl}]Se Eebhveeﬂ

the

research design. This work has extensively drawn upon the books edited by E
L Teddlic (2003), Fiowerdew and Martin (2005); ang Cﬁlgf)fngSmnh
re]']ch

(1988); Tashakkor
0). It has also referred to books authored by Flick (2009) anq Rose (3]
)

and Valentine (201 . : e el
Geographers today are increasingly explicit in their use of multiple methods (qualitag
ive,

quantitative and cartographic) as a way to weave together data from multiple source
engage in rigorous, integrative, context sensitive analysis. A historical antagonism bets\ a u
qualitative methods hindered the recognition of benefits gained by employing severa] 0xfe.en
techniques/ approaches within one study. Each of these qualitative methods can enhance t;]ts
unique qualities of each other and result in vast opportunities for reciprocal advantages at eac|:
stage of research process. This integrated approach results in a new style of social research
called multi-method research and a new term for the research as multi-methodologica|
(Tashakkori and Teddlie, 2003). Multi-method approach reduces bias and elicits more detailed
information, resulting in more accurate data. Through its capacity to answer research questions
in more depth, multi method studies generate richer data that may be applied to more robust
theory building, hypothesis testing, and generalizing. The use of multi methods enhances the
validity of research by establishing linkages bridging between the methods administered. This
facilitates the synergy between the techniques to discover relationships and the generation of
ideas. The qualitative and quantitative methods each have their own unique strengths and
weaknesses. By combining both methods, one method’s strength may compensate for the
other method’s weakness and vice versa in the mived-method design.

Contextualising qualitative research methods in geography , i
Credit goes to the early contributions of the Chicago School for the initial pred_omma”ce ;
qualitative methods applied in urban studies. In spite of such attempts the qualitative apP” Oa:-:n
was largely neglected in geography. Although such methods did not ccase to be applie s
urban studies, but their use was relegated to community studies focusing on ghettos, immlg_:trél 5,
poverty and ethnic culture (Gans, 1982) and the ethnography of urban public .space as c:) s
Verd, and Porcel (2012). In the 1990s, new ways of understanding the city a0 Jitative
interest in addressing the complexity of urban re-a]it}' favored the resurgence d ugtaining
approaches outside the above fields (Jacobs, 1993). Qualitative methods wereé 315"’ 0nd rigof
grc;ate.r recognition in science thanks to their increasing consistency transparenc’ ay
(Fielding, 2005). The growing interest in qualitative methods within human geogrdp v dand
forth [?)’ Verd and Porcel, 2012) calls for the contemporary geogr aphers t0 come 10
apply it in their work, ) £ vision and
_ We live in a predominantly visual era. Modernity entails the hegemony 10c0 ctio”
visual media. Visual culture is the visual construction of the social, not just tie SOClzt simpy 4
of vision. Modern technical media (television, cinema, photography: the et
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the central content and dvlmuining instances of vi

the ficld and its content viewed U\!lichcll. 2002) . The detailed descr iption of earlier gengraphers

<uch as Vidal de la Blache, Carl Saver and Jean Brunhes had a visual foundation as mentioned

by Roadway (1994) . Although human geographers rely on textual representation, more recently

wiual and other forms of representations are bemmi'ng mote common = )
A concept is an intellecty ‘ s

eepl 1s o al representation of some aspect of reality that is derived
from observations made from phenomena. Vatious literature, documents, study reports and

policies have bc:cn l.hm'nughl}.' reviewed 1o get conceptual idea about the qualitative research
techmgques applied in the dl'SL‘IP]mC of human geography. Geographers have always employed
both qualitative and quantitative methods of rescarch, looked at bath the particular and the
general. and are engaged “’1”] multiple social and natural processes. Traditional quantitative
and statistical sources are still the most frequently used type of secondary data. However,
qualitative and nnn-sl'alisl_ical sources such as newspapers, photographs, films, sound recordings
and diaries arc also significant (Clark 2005). Geographers are now providing understanding of
complex processes, identifying connections between places and eliciting the meanings of
phenomena through people’s lived experiences. The appropriate choice of survey technique is
of great importance to the overall success of the rescarch. Each means of gathering data has
advantages and disadvantages, particularly in relation to the different types of errors and these
factors need 1o be taken into account while applying the methodology.
In this study the triangulation of data is based on the field diary, the longitudinal study and
the visual observational study on ‘activity space’ adopted by street children in Kolkata. The
triangulation of method is through interviewing and questionnaire survey; participant observation
and georeferencing qualitatively in the process. Though most visible in the urban landscape, these
street children are ironically invisible and the hardest-to-reach population by the intervening authorities
due 10 lack of possession of any identification documents, Consequently they face difficulty in
geting access 1o basic needs, services, care and protection. The troubles these children face for
their survival, coupled with stigmatization by the society, develops a sense of insecurity, mistrust and
fear. To cope with these daily occurring challenges the street children of Kolkata in general and
Sealdah in particular adopted their exclusive activity space/place. They involve themselves in different
ncome generating strategjes using the urban landscape of Sealdah in particular and Kolkata in
general. This space has been conceptualized as their economic acti vity space. Both the researchers
Participated and observed keeping written field notes and video notes of the research. Through the
case study research, looking intensively at an individual and the small participant group, conclusions
Were drawn about the group in the specific context of economic activity space. The type of
information processing that consists in the geographical localization and placing of qualitative material
*chas photographs and field notes is Geo referencing and this has beenapplied by the geographical
:S’J{ih?;'}i]tion of the various economic activity spaces utilized by the fesf)"i‘h“k“b;tlg‘s \;1&&5:0?!?}:
" the qualitative materials ( hotographs, observation notes, etc.) the co o .
:r’lfe_‘he.‘/ were produced coincg:ied. Initially the case study mel‘hod \\fi?_ &@P“‘?&?‘i hw;‘;:’u::
; wf " more convincing and aceurate, the triangulation approach to validation involving
HEn was judiciously applied.
~lrl"“l‘,ulmi
Explo .. 0"_ of data R oarchers
8t o il pattrs s o trmed s miin. Qe
Many differen perspectives or sources in the course of their ,
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rveying where it describes using d; ereng
the same Way rescarchers can use multiple metp,, i nrear-'"%‘&t,_

' ¢ »arch questi 155 i
simize their understanding of a r'f:%'dzig) i]hmtrlonf{ Val entine, o e
7 ax i E t )¢ stic ) . ’
sources to {ry and 1;“:inn is based on the classical (positivi y of measyr t
i janguki S Dae
T'he idea of triang

' idity of the data.
objective of improving the validity of t

s from su
priangulation. The term c;)mcs
ive the correct position. n

s
Vil

» . ” L ’I
ipant observation

e Fi es from pariic ' ,
Ethnographic Field notes fr ber of key methods in the ficldwork and resear

-o qre a num . . g

-aphers there arc a U ) Fr i ser ‘ & , the

i gwdi‘nto}mlhcr qualitative information. Participant observation is a simple kill of ...
are use 2t §

. © all do as a part of our cveryday lives without realising ,, “"
By wmclh:ggbg:ﬁ‘p‘;:ﬁg!:)ie and OIGSCI've. The apprpach can be a'pphed to new plzr;s;i-i |
““P‘:_‘i‘c‘;‘: (Clifford et. al. 2010); it can also be applied to make visible familiar place, i
g;gzlicc;. The participant observer should kc€_fp written ﬁe.]d .?Otes z;]nd/or V]de.o. notes of Jrz '
fe<earch. The data collected has to be analysed ina IATTCE SR Lo tle Ofemplrxcal Materiz;

S by making field notes either by hand or by using a dictapher,

observation (of people and places), ) ' ! : '
sketches, video and photographic evidence. This type of work is sometimes called ethnog:a;;;uti

" fieldwork and research.

h toolkit «

- Longitudinal - case study Y . .
A longitudinal study provides data about the same individual at different points in time allowr;

the researcher to track changes at the individual level. It tells a story about his/her lifzat
moment in time, but also over time showing how his/her life has changed. This capacity to follos
individuals through time and observe how experiences and behaviour are influenced by the Wi
social and economic contexts in which they find themselves - and perhaps how they in iz
influence those contexts - gives longitudinal studies a major role in understanding social chznz
Case study is a form of qualitative descriptive research, looking intensively at an individzl @
small participant group drawing conclusions only about that group in that specific context.

Visual representation

| getai}]led description by earlier geographers such as Vidal de la Blache, Carl Sauer and Je&
di?::? ]?S“hatfi a visual foundation as mentioned by Roadway (1994). In fact the history of %
pine ol geography reveals attempt to visualise or make visible both the features, paﬂﬁi

?i?;i vﬁ;«;(fsls;zc(;pﬁ;atmgfm the description of the earth (geo- means earth and graphé’ n’f;;
tools since theirIi)nceeSt-0 anthrop o]qu 'fmd geography have used visual images a3 re’i‘;ﬂ\
photographs, diag,rarr)nlsOn ads academlc_dlsciplines. The discipline of anthropology Us “j nd
diagrams (Rose, 20 12) aWn films while geographical study incorporated photos, mag-Such
as photography, film V'idee a(rl_e frequently surrounded by different types of visual n_l,q et
Programmes, ad\;ertiseo, ‘gital graphics, TV, Images of these visual teChI}OlOf‘I l‘.}e\'ision

(CCTV) footage, ”ewspépge;?ilz{Lf,flip,smts’ F af:ebook pages, movies, clos¢ circul
s and paintings,

Triangulatioy of

Interviewing method

€ interview i . o0
10 some degree Upon ";1] hﬁntmuntcr, and how the respondent answers the question® wi lh et
at the respondent ang interviewer think and feel about €2
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(Davidson and Layder, 1994:118). Choice of interviewing location and time of the day may
carry biases to the survey. It is advisable not {0 hold interviews in busy, noisy social spaces
(Valentine, 2005) so as not to be disturbed or disy racted. Talking to people on their own ‘territory
facilitates a more relaxed conversation, It offers the possibility to Iearn more about the person/
group from seeing them in their own environment. The time of the day is also decided upon
after the observational phase of rescarching on the field during the pilot survey phase.

A list of themes were worked out on some key questions such as the descriptive ones
which asked for information on activities/experiences; structural questions which focused on
how and when events occurred; and thoughtful questions which helped explore meanings,
feelings, and opinions. Questions were not asked sequentially as in the questionnaire frame;
but it followed their train of thought. The conversational flow was thus adopted and own views
were not expressed thus giving scope to the respondents to declare contrary opinions if any.
The *who, what, when, where, how and why” was kept in the back of the mind, while interacti ng.
Asking the questions is only half the skill of interviewing; the other half is learning to listen and
respond to the participants (Valentine, 2005). Through semi structured interviewing new and

interesting ideas not thought of earlier may emerge and this was kept in mind; to be both alert
and sensitive as well,

Questionnaire survey

Anintroductory statement to attempt to put the respondents at ease was made by the researcher
(the second author) and the questionnaire survey began with the introductory simple ‘easy to
answer’ questions to act as a ‘warming up’ exercise for the respondents. Neutral type of
follow-up questions was asked. Potentially embarrassing questions relating to drug related
habits were not asked in a personalized form as people often loath to admit their own anti-
social tendencies. A tactic is to word questions in such a way as to suggest that the taboo
subject or socially disapproved issue is accepted.
Both closed and open-ended questions had been framed as the questionnaire design is
asemi structured one. The closed questions encompassing a range of more innovative question
types, such as Likart scales of satisfaction level and ranking questions were asked. In the
Likart-style format, statements were provided and respondents were asked to indicate the
Extent to which they ‘agree’ or ‘disagree’ using a five-point level of satisfaction scale on the
5sues of fulfillment of basic needs. Rather than just ‘agree’, ‘disagree’ and ‘don’t know’, use
olan extended scale which allows for some measure of the strength of opinion was used.
Since open ended questions do not force respondents into giving particular answers, it
more work for the interviewer as no ‘pre-codes’ are set out (Parfitt,2005) and the
answer is written on the space provided on the questionnaire. The comments were later read

‘:I:‘d @ coding sheet drawn up classifying the most frequent responses by creating codes for
em.

entajls

Geo fferencing

0 refer ¢ncing should be understood as the type of information processing that consists in
© Beographic

Note al localization and placing of qual'itativc materia] suph as pholog‘r‘n‘;l)ll].s‘ fthlL:
‘iSne’TICX[ fragments of documents and any other information. As pointed out by Fie _Lm‘g anc
%5 (2009, georeferenced information can come from the content of the materials used

PI€, text fragments of interviews and other documents that refer explicitly to particular
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, . lace where the data were prod}lced (for exam e
iocanio rlls'), tof‘\ge‘\:s;l viiizrct;)ngfc?ed).ln certain qualitative materials (phc.)tograp}i, ;g;z settl:ng
N Wthlm)ethe content and the place where they were produced coincide, Ty, Vatiy,
nottel:iiselic; connection, or hyperlink, between the terl'_ltory and lhe rest of the information bls' o
ﬁiead by simply a process of “localization.” Applying a spdatlal technology Such Ogn;g
Eartl,l to studies on sense of the place represen.ts a Um(Cier an mrzpvatl\/\i/ approach to ady, ngc S
the collection of data gathered through interviews an conversa ;]OHS (Wise, 2015 _ Pplyine
this technology to research presents an alternative dynamic in uman (cultura an g

_ X ‘ S0ciy]
geography methodology, aided by visual ethnographies of space and place, Such geg /

i . aphic
based technologies can be used to store “non-car'togl_'aphlc forms of spatja] knOW]edge, S?J]c]g
as emotion™ as a way of pinpointing and consolidating data as stated by Cope ap q Elyog,
(2009).

Rationale of the study : ,
The synthesis of techniques is a new phenomenon and Is part of contemporary socia]

or different people in the
same sample, concurrently or sequentially; or for the same respondents at different times,

Initially the case study method which is a traditional approach to social science can be adopted
and later on to make it more convincing and accurate:

from a conception

1 away from the ide
cartesian and knowgp]e lowards 3 viey

There has been 5 shift : space 45
: . ) of spaces as ‘essentia]’ to a conception of sP tive,
constructed’; a shijfy . s, objec

a of space ag homogenous, continuous, Kknowa
of space gg fragmenlcd, imaginative, un

. 4
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piective. This work points to the ways in whi
an:t?:ﬁ%ies after Massey (1994) who miéd thlzzzcgi}f)fls:ce:tarc O e
gpati i ifferent abilitics and propensities t : social groups may have distinct
cpatial Fces. Thi _ s 1o trz}vcl and mobility, or different levels of
: iment to places. is research discusses the implications of seeing sp: ol
constructed, multiple and contested for the development of critical peda% ’s(,)p,ace fas e
'+ has been made to ‘draw’altenuon to the ways in which gcographgi’cz%lyk(:x Splaflc' i
socially c.opstruc.ted. The locql struggles over space (by the street children) whic;:v;,se %et lcsl
{0 the politics of identity and difference is central to the critical notion of space put forthr?natff:is
ork. : .

The street children constitute a marginalized population in most urban centres of the
world in both deyeloped al}d developing nations, more so in the latter. The phenomenon of
gtreet children, widely acclaimed as an urban one, is a worldwide problem emerging as alarming
and escalating. The term street children were first used in 1951 by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific qnd Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to refer to vagrant children after
World War 11. Street children are probably the most visible face of child labour. They can be
classified as a group of children in especially difficult circumstances and are an extremely
vulnerable group in all aspects of life and difficult-to-reach populations. They are a diverse
and heterogeneous population, because of the diversity of their backgrounds and personal
history; living in the streets, sleeping in the open or in empty buildings, with no one to support

them in their daily struggle for survival. The defining of the street children may be based on
whether they are (i) the «children of the streets” i.e., those children (i.e. persons under 18
~ years old), who work and live on the streets without family support, the street being therefore

e streets spending most

A place for living 24/7 or (ii) the “Children on the streets” working onth
dless of definition, the

. ofthetime there, but returning to their families/relatives at night. Regar
' ither is it restricted to certain geographical

phenomenon of street children is not new and nel
the shadowy presences who

areas (Connolly, 1990) only. In most third world cities, they are
:obs, scavenging for food, begging and stealing

£l the background of daily life, doing odd } ver 4
(Lalor et. al, 1999). The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR,

-1993) Report stated India to have the Jargest population of street children in the world. According
‘ dia, (2015) around 40 per cent of India’s childrenare vulnerable

 tothe Planning Commission of In ) ) :

or experiencing difficult circumstances. The Union Ministry for Woman and Child Development
cknowledged the lack of reliable data on street clpldren. 'Over one third o_f t}}e ch_lldren in
urban areas g0 unregistered at birth, they have no birth cert.lﬁc'a.te or an official identity prp_of
document as stated by the UNICEEF ( eare invisible n governmental policies;
he current level of birth registration in the country 18 70 per cent. This research sjlowcases
the street children of Kolkata with special reference to the “children of the streets .

to be on the fringe of our discipline and are today vital to
rrent practice of human gcograph ' al. 2010). The main quegtive of this paper is
ighlight the importance of qualitative geography and to promote application of these methods
eography. Besides, the paper intends to broaden and refine the scope of the methoc.is used
their practice in human geography- The methodology of study design and data collection; the
d processing has been exemplified through triangulation

odolo f data mana ement an
Rt Y T nalysis in the study of the street children of Kolkata.
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ative triangulation

: 1alit '

indings based on Qi s ervation

grlmn P‘mphir field notes from participant nhsfﬂ‘ lly) owh notes, recorded .

“{’l = her's (the second author more speciiicatly - e as lingy,
1e rescarcher ;

were added to the repository of data. Note taking "‘fll’c“l"”“m}}""ﬂ f;“'c;"'”" V:’h'lc inte fCtli? tj

e ok ol ¢ of the field notes were afier the event. It helped to recal g, detair. o
the most significant use of ! : lyzed or reflected on at a later perigg 7y 150
the situation, intended to be dcscrlh_t‘d. analyzed ot toidlh et b ": 10d. The fiely
diary covered the kind of contexts in which the intervie diaf r:m r’ . f”d OF places in
which certain interactions occurred, Wh'al were the immediaic imp ?;Sllnlns and.how they
chaneed: and so on. This ficld diary ,“"lh i wn“cln O!l, papcr‘g lc[: materials’) Wag
maintained. reading through the transcripts was done, and voices taped witl r.’Crrr'nssmn. Tape
recording produced a more accurate and detailed rccur(! of the conversation ( mchfdmg Capturiy
all the nuances of sarcasm, humour, etc). These were listened over a nd over again, | nformatig,
that can be missed when the conversation first took _pln.c.c or which did not seem importam'
were picked up. The quality of the transcript depends signif lcm_uly upon the quah.ty of recording,
the audibility of the respondents and the successful operation of the recording device and

these were taken into consideration.

Table 1 Extract of the ficld diary, 2013-14

January "13 10 July "13: During this period I visited different places of Kolkata with significant
concentration of street children. I visited along the riverside, along the circular rail way, terminal
stations such as Scaldah and Howrah; large vegetable markets, tannery industry, vat or garbage
dumping station. I also observed the Sealdah station’s parking place, ticket counter, south
section, area between south and north section of the station, market places, and slums ddjacent
to and near the station.

August’13 10 December’]3: During this period, 1 conducted a pilot survey with 30 street

children from different places including 25 in and around the Sealdah station area. I interacted

with the children at parking place, market area, and platform number nine and the Sealdah

south section. The children included in the pilot study, were very much connected with this
station.

January'14: Throughout the month on different days, I observed the activities of street

children in and around the station. I also tried to find out how the children are associated with
these places for their daily activities.

Source: Sarkar (20] 7, Appendix: v-xi)

Visual technologies

Dxffcrc:n! types of visual lechnologies such as photographs and video recording enriched the
data which were transcribed post field, These were taken with prior permission from the
respondents. Tr anscription of codes was done from the questionnaires into the computer packas
of staustical sofiware version 20, This quantification was compared with additional informati®
extracied from the qualitatjve data such as the transcripts of ‘interviews’, the open-ende

questionnaire responses, the observations, visual coverage and notes made by the l‘t'f‘"‘"c.hcr;
Such materials generated were (hyg processed for graphical and textual representalions:
key points of the conversation and notes of thoughts on Im\\‘/ the interview went were jottes

down and the tape transcribed soon afler the inlcrvilcw A
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ongimdinal study

udinal study provides data about the same indivi ,
LongiC s one such individual hailing from Khnanagss of Nals Siscad W ot o
as seen lottering initially in the earlier days of field observation in ZISSCE}WQSt g
was seen s a porter having _eXperlmemed with the opportunities of thé: i L5 he
pctivity SPAces available to him and later choosing the porter’s res onsib-vf.itrlous economic
option. Sucha study thus allowed the researchers to track change atpthe inélilvydasll}ls . His
is also a umque case study (.iocurr}entation which showcases the economic aclt'u?t gk
he street children. In-depth interviewing also helped in reflecting the changes ;zlh};ssﬁ?g_eh?sf

contacts, perception, ncome and lifestyle. The findings were unmistakably a result of inter-

iriangulation through this longitudinal study, case study documenting and in-depth interviewing.
Table 2 Extraction of print media: related to intervention on street children

— Original = -
publication riginal Bengali Title | English version Newspaper Remarks
234 July, Anffer avabe ShlSl: Lack of funds causing no Ananda Bazar | Related to
2013 sramik ganana bandha” | census on child labour Patrika Intervention child
labour
20™ June, “§ishu sramik bidyalayar | Teachers of School for Child | Bartaman Related to street
2014 sikhak ra abahelito” labour neglected children’s education
16" July, Andhye galir Fairy tales on blind alleys Eai Samay Related to ICPS
2014 rupkatha (focus on ICPS Scheme) Project
21% September, | “Path sishuder schooler | Attempt of Schooling of street | Eisamay Related to street
2014 udyog :puro sabha O children by Municipality children’s education
nagar unyan daptar” & urban development
department
12" June “poschim banger Ak | One third child labourers Ananda Bazar | Related to Child
2016 tritiansho sishu sramik | are iliterate in West Bengal Patrika labour and their
nirakhar” education
6" September, | *Jader janna aainc Policy for Pavement Dwellers: Anapda Bazar Belated to o
2016 1arai jane naa” but they are unaware Patrika intervention policies

Source: Sarkar (2017:217-2 18)

Press releases . . .
d in giving added and updated information on the target population

Newspaper cuttings helpe i
and on R‘e scwicg pm\riders. These were collected and later compiled and then analyzed as

shown in table 2.

Georeferencing of activity space _ _ _
The il{;01~p0rat§onfof the territory as data, or simply the referencing on the territory of the
material being analyzed, can help to develop what Mason (2009) called cqntextugl _exp}anatlons,
understood as those it{ which an effort is made to show that all social activity 18 always
localized. . ) )

Street children are a very much active group of_ population. They mvolve. themselves
different survival activities throughout the day and night. The concept of spatial structure of

.

le choose 10 undertake their daily activities. The survival activities

activity relates to where peop

Hill Geographer Vol . NN X11:2(201 6) / 1SSN 0970-5023 67



‘ ' using the concept of “activity space’
¢ children have bee‘lzhi:};éz;‘r’gphical extent In V\.’th].‘l people move iy tzziroMaSOn
are 8 human activity participation and mobility i, therurse o
Has also been investigated in social geography :;‘mgf
more recent work by Schonfelder and Axhaugen 2y

d concept that can be approached tthUgh dirfOMJ

stree
:tf ;%16(2008). Such spaces

e [t is linke

their daily activitics ._lt' t1\9 hqlpqcc
sme. Activity Spe

gpace and tm y space
vl:arious socio—cultural iSSucs.

~od qualitatively and shown in table 3. It ls.lba.std e%r;roﬁ)s;r‘va]tmn Made Cse
geore_fercmf i\flc a glimpsé of the phenomenon 10 the ci Yf}‘ég P la ~ _llg- on the othey hang
.1?103“0?151 nec%mm;ﬁc activity zone of the street children of Sealdah rail station compley ¢
shows the \

2
case study in particular,

Table 3 Activity space/place adopted by street children in Kolkata city
Activity space | Purpose Time of activity Location/area D
Railwa-v station | Working, living, loitering Whole day and evening | Sealdah, Howrah, Ballygunge,

) Park Circus and Dumdum

Garbage dumping | Rag picking Whole day | Dhapa, different garbage
station dumping stations
Big Vegetable Collecting vegetables from Mainly at the early | Koley market, Barabazar
markets trucks morning and mid night
Along the river Collecting coins with the help | Whole day and night Nimtala, Barabazar
(bumning place of magnet and other belong-
and rituals) ings
Tannery Industry | Work as child labour . Work as demand arises | Tangra, Rajabazar, Topsia,

Park Circus

Religious place | Loitering in search of food Whole day and active | Kalighat, Dakshineshwar
and begging, sleeping at night during special occasions

Bus stand Begg-ing, collecting food, Whole day and night Dharmatalla, Sealdah
sleeping at night .
New Loitering and beggj i
P gging (they | Whol i . tro site
construction sites | are the children of labour() ’ P2y pndnight e o

Source: Sarkar, 1997

Discussion on groupd;
nd : .
How theoretical B Ing the theoretical perspective

erspectives j _ _ =
by the works Ofpmagy (t;ves Impact actual study is depicted in this paper. It has been ins

pired

i ualitati i i nce ©
clearly articulating one’s th ative researchers such as Yin (1993) where the importd

’ . eor : . selecting
ONe’s subject(s), selecing oo C2 PErspective, determining the goals of the study: &€

i Yore ! e
considerations 1o he compOSitP Opriate method(s) of collecting data and prowdu )
hnlsarl‘li can P ] . )
ol e an illustrative case study— to make o

. S vty . T 7 . . N o )rl
claimed a5 4y, Il);rbapmlvbﬁ'wun articulated: (i) the ph.bni"mzq oncern
I one (ii) street children form a major arct hrough IS
§ 10 mainstream and rehabilitate them
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ficies (iii) due to lagk' of possession of any identifj
P: . wernmental policies and consequently, adop
heir OWI
m;———“ ¥ W
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY ZONE '

cati
1 CO01i1ndocument_s these children are invisible
PIng strategies and ‘activity space’ on
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T
=
-
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Figl Economic activity space of the street children in Sealdah rail station complex

Conclusion . B

The history of the discipline of geography reveals the attempt to visualise or make visible b.oth
the features, patterns and processes operating in the description of the -ear.th. Geogyaphwd
information is presented through the use of maps, phgtographs, visual descriptions and diagrams
‘(Roadway, 1994). Through the ages, geographers prided themselves on being integrative pulling
together aspects of the physical and human world to uqderstand places, processes and people.
On a practical level this integration is related to the specific _research_ techniques of trlanglllllatlon

and using multiple methods. Application of the method of triangulation 1s demonstrated through

findings contextualized in this work. The ethnographical research techniques are used by

human geographers across the world and an attempt of such dissemination has been made in

'(hiS paper
Results from qualitative research are often more understandable to people who are not

statisti . - cightful eographical thinking than purely numer.ical
atistically trained and can reveal r;gfli g‘;fging tﬁe gap by comparing first hand observations

outcomes, Emphasis on context hel b : ‘o (i -
with quantitatilz/e results (i.e. theoretical and empirical) n statistical analysis (1.e. quantitative

: le which is representative of that
method) one generalizes to a population based on a samp i :
POpulal)ion V\%hilerii qualitativg rgethod such as through case studies on the street children one
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qsed on €ases selected tO represent dlmcpsmns of that theg,
as of data such a8 the rcsea'rchers own drafts, trapen.. e
et field observation and hard co SCripy

« and notes {rom direct ficld : DY of wrie P of
i are more convincing and accurate if based on severg| d‘s ot
" corroborating mode; the cross chf:cking of data from ifferey
file — chching, verl'fying, testing, probr?n P
confirming the collected data thus cqutextual{z.f: the ﬁnd:gis:é hb/égiit:l.;;?:h(])d reséarch 1 ina?td
o ol 1 however, 1t is rapidly acquiring accep it clearly domigs S
carly development, or research questions in more depth than could be apg aleg

at it has the ca sacity to answet . N
illsﬂii:l;talsingle met}hod (Tashakkorl and Teddlie, 2003.). lSuch 2}11 researt;:lh not l;m‘]y overcomes 1;:
\\-eaﬁxesseg of each of the individual app‘roaches,.but it also en an.cesh' eory Ulldmg,' hypother
testing and generalizing. By incorporating multiple techniques 10 this rc'esearch design, a e

g and = e reality, knowledge and truth on the street children could be i

ception of tl i
accurate percep he use of multiple methods of data collectig,

at. The study of the same phenomenon through t _ iple
cross verifying it tl rees, helped in validation of the data. Theoretiey

wrough two or more sou .
hich this study was approac

q theory b

oeneralizes to 1 or
e end on SOUTCES

case studics dep
{nterviews, video tap .
on computer. Since sucll stu I'LSY .
sources of information. following @ o
sources helped provide a multidimens

hed are individual theory (with focus on indivigy|

perspectives from w 1ppt ) i
development of the street child); orgamzatfl,onal theory (vylth.focus on organizational structyre
and functions of governments and non-government organizations as stakeholders); social theory

(with focus on urban development of Kolkata, group behavior of the street children - with
special reference 0 the “children of the streets”). In so doing, grounding the theoretica|

perspective has also been judiciously applied.
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