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Street children related mith the urban spaces tn the developing world represent a sad
outcome of the rapid urbanization process. These children have to cope with the new
situation cvery day. They adopt or develop many complex livelihood strategies and a
varicty of different informal or even illegal activities in public space and form supportive
smialinrthmri:c. in onder to survive in street life with family or without family. Street
children use the different suitable urban spaces as their ecarning, living, enfertaining
spot. The livelihoods of young people on the street should be analyzed in relation to the
spaces they use based on their age and length of stay on the streets i.c. the activily space.
An activity is generally characterized as a geographic extent in which people move n
the course of their daily activitics. It is related with space and time. The present study
is an analysis of the routine or daily life on chosen locations (activily spaces) of urban
strect children, t.e. their spatial lives and their working stralegies. The overall aim of
this study is to describe the activity spaces of the sampled strect children.

INTRODUCTION

The issue of street children is considered as an urban problem. United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and other international agencies tend to define street
children based on the frequency of their timing on the street and degree of contact they usually
maintain with their families (Knaul, 1995). We can find some vagabond children on the railway
station complex, along the river, near the temples, in markets, under the bridges, near the bus
stand. along the railway track etc. in Kolkata city area. Many of them are exposed to serious forms
of exploitation. They have little or no ability to come out of the situation. The problem of street
children is one of the burning social disturbances in many developing countries.

The UNICEF (2012) cites the incidence of a street population as an outcome of the inability
of urban planning to accommodate the rapid inflow of people into a city.

They constitute a
marginalized population in most urban centers of the world.

Poverty is the main cause for their migration from home (Bratter and Forrest 1985). In addition,
the breakdown of traditional family values, educational zeal, and community structure leaves a large
number of children without necessary care and support for their sound growth and development.
A{mug the developing countries of the world, India is home to the world’s largest population of street
dlfldren, estimated eighteen million (UNESCO Report 2003). In India, the phenomenon of street
children is an outcome of complex interplay of various factors. Rapid urbanization, migration, high
f&t.l: of unemployment, rural urban migration, and increasing poverty results in increasing nurber of

hildren on the streets. Like other metropolitan cities, Kolkata is also facing the ditticulties related
gt it
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erent livelihood p. hical spaces are their places of work, sleep, recreation, ag p“blic
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learning, socialization, and personal enrichment (Ennew and Swart-Kruger 2003). p ace o

Conceptual Background on Activity Space

Time geography theory emphasizes the impact of. individlfal space—t.ime concept op activigy .
Lennrorp (1999) explains time geography as a multifaceted idea that links space anq time reg‘llariiice'
with human actions. A more recent work by Schonfelder and Axhausen (2010) Characterizes e es

g 2 tivi
space as a compound concept that can be approached through different p erSp.eCt“’eS- additiozy
activity space has also been investigated in social geography to analyze Soc10-cultura) eXPOSure’

For example, Perchoux, et. al. (2013) provides a comprel?ensive review on conceptualization of
activity space in relation to mobility and discusses how public health research may bene

ﬁt ﬁ'Om th e
understanding of individual activity spaces.

Methodology and Database

This is a cross sectional qualitative study conducted in seven zones, which are highly street childrep
concentrated in the Kolkata Municipal Corporation of West Bengal. A sample of 441 Street childrep
aged between 6 to 18 years has been analysed; the survey is carried out during the year 2016, Since
it is hard to find street children due to their mobile nature, snowball-sampling method is applied.
The primary data have been obtained from a scheduled semi-structured questionnaire and secondary
data has been collected from concerned NGOs.

Statement of the Problem

Street children are a major problem in an urban area. The growth of the economy, rapid industriali-
zation and urbanization the increasing opportunities in the urban sector often becomes the pull
factor for most of the people including the children living in rural and backward regions of the
country. The main objectives of the study are to find out the following:

The reasons behind the children being on the street;
to find out the different livelihood strategies adopted by street children and
to analyse the activity spaces adopted by the street children in their daily livelihood

STUDY AREA

This study was conducted in seven zones of Kolkatg Municipal Corporation where street children
are highly concentrated. The details of the study area are given below in Table 1.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

UNESCO (1997) deciphered the phenomen
include rapid and uncontrolled
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Activity Spaces and Street Children
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CONCLUDING OBSERVATION

The problems of strect children are very much familiat everywhere both in developed aned developing
conntrics. Due 1o Inck of permanent shelter and the far! that the nimber of attrot children i not
recorded in any national survey or study, street children are often called the ‘hidden childesn’
Being hidden, they are at a high riskﬁ of heing .nlm.‘uwl. exploited, and neglectad. I5 e very clear
from the study that untidy urban environment, ignorance, abuse make them peatloss and e, and
drive them to the world of addiction and other criminal activities. Involving in different survival
activities, these children get neither any vocational training nor basic education henes fercing them
to confine within the trap of poverty. The street children are indeed a special group of children
neading special protection becanse of their vulnerahility.
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